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Emperor of Ethiopia Coronation
Reign 2 November 193012 September 1974 2 November 1930
(&0000000000000043.000088 years, Predecessor Zewditu |

&0000000000000314.0000804 days) Successor De jureAmha Selassie(crowned in exile)

Head of State of Ethiopia

Predecessor Zewditu | Issue

Successor Aman Andom(as Chairman of thBerg) Princess Romanework
Spouse Empress Menen Princess Tenagnework

Asfaw Wossen
Princess Zenebework
Princess Tsehai
Prince Makonnen
Prince Sahle Selassie

Full name: Ras Tafari Makonnen House House of Solomon

Father: RasMakonnen Woldemikael Gudessa Mother: WeyziroYeshimebet AliAbajifar

Born: 23 July 1892189207-23) Died: 27 August 1975 (agesi3)
Ejersa Gorp == Ethiopia Addis Ababa — Ethiopia

Religion: Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo

1% Chairman of the Organization of African Unity

In office
25 May 1963 17 July 1964
Succeededy Gamal Abdel Nasser
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Haile Selassie

Haile Selassie ("Power of theTrinity"; ) (23 July 1892 27 August 1975), borfiafari Ma-

konnen,2 wasEthiopids regentfrom 1916 to 1930 anBmperor of Ethiopidrom 1930 to 1974.

The heir to a dynasty that traced its origins to the 13th century, and from there by tradition back to
King Solomonand theQueen of Shehadlaile Selassie is a defining figure in bé&thiopianand

African history2l%l

At the League of Nationg 1936, the Emperor condemned the useheimical weaponiy Italy
against his peoplél His internationalist views led to Ethiopia becoming a charter member of the
United Nationsand his political thought and experience in promotimdtilateralismandcollec-

tive securityhave proved seminal and endurifiddis suppression of rebellions among the nobles
(mekwannint as well as what some perceived to be Ethiopia's failure to modernize adeuately,
earned him criticism among some contemporaries and histétians.

Haile Selassie, who was an Ethiopian Orthodox Christian, is revefeddascarnateamong the
Rastafari movement®% Begun inJamaicdn the 1930s, the Rastafarian movement perceives
Haile Selassie as a messianic figure who will lead the peoples of Africa afffidas diaspora
to a golden age of peace, righteousness, and prosperity.

Name

Haile Selassie was born Tafari Makonnen (GA'emharic pronunciatioh i | t ef o.rW" mek@n
translates literally to "child", and serves to indicate that a youth is of noble blood. He would later
becomeRasTafari Makonnen; "Ras" translates literally to "hé&dand is the equivalent of
"duke', 2 though it is often rendered in translation as "prince". In 1928, he was elevatedus

"King"negus ned¢Att teebuy 'igzo' a'bihUr

Upon his ascension to Emperor in 1930, he took the name Haile Selassie, meaning "Power of the
Trinity".24 Haile Selassie's full title in office was "His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie |, King of

Kings, Lord of Lords, Conquermg Lion of the Tribe of Judah, and Elect of Gaeleétg i r mUw 0
QdUmUBRmi'lee Sel assi e, m@' U 'ambass U VA, mmsegg e
hume ' i ¢ This'ite retecthBthiopian dynastic traditions, which hold that all monarchs

must trace their lineage backNtenelik I, who in the Ethiopian tradition was the offspring of

King Solomonand theQueen of Sheb&!
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To Ethiopians, Haile Selassie has been known by many names, incladimgy, Talaqu Meri,
andAbba Tekel. The Rastafari employ many of these appellations, also referring to him as
HIM , Jah, andJah Rastafari.

Biography

Ras Makonnenfather of Haile Selassie |, in 1902

Early life

Haile Selassie | was born Tafari Makonnen from a mi@enimg Amharg andGuragé® family
on 23 July 1892, in the village &jersa Gorpin theHararprovince of Ethiopia. His mother was
Woizero ("Lady")Yeshimebet AliAbajifar, daughter of the renowned Oromo rulei\dbllo
provinceDejazmaclhAli Abajifar. Haile Selassie's father was Rdakonnen Woldemikael
Gudessathe governor of Harar; Ras Makonnen served as a generalkirgh&ald Ethiopian
War, playing a key role at thattle of Adwa*”! He inherited his imperial blood through his pa-
ternal grandmother, Princess Tenagnework Sahle Selassie, who was an aunt of Hepaior
II, and as such asserted direct descent Warkeda theQueen of ShehandKing Solomonof
ancientisrael28l

Ras Makonnen arranged for Tafari as well as his first cousinipitaHaile Selassito receive
instruction in Harar fromi\bba Samuel Wolde Kahjmn Ethiopiarcapuchin monkand from
Dr. Vitalien, a surgeon fror@uadeloupeTafari was nameDejazmack(literally "commander
of the gate", roughly equivalent todunt')2% at the age of 13, on 1 November 1%85Shortly
thereafter, his father Ras Makonnen dielatbi, in 19062

Governorship

Tafari assumed the titular governorship of Selale in 1906, a realm of marginal impéfthnte
one that enabled him to continue his stuéfé$n 1907, he was appointed governor over part of
the province oidamo It is alleged that during his late teens, Haile Selassie was markiéad-to

izeroAltayech, and that from this union, his daugtRemanework Haile Selassigs bornz2!
@]

Following the death of his brother Yelma in 1907, the governorate of Harar was left'éacant,
and its administration was left to Menelik's loyal genddajazmactBalcha SafoBalcha Safo's
administration of Harar was ineffective, and so during the last illness of Menelik II, and the brief
reign of Empres3aitu Bitul, Tafari was made governor of Harar in 184@r 19112

On 3 August he marriedlenen Asfawof Ambasselniece of heir to the throrigj lyasu.
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Regency

The extent to which Tafari Makonnen contributed to the movement that would come to depose
lyasu Vis unclear. lyasu V, or Lij lyasu, was the designated but uncrowned Emperor of Ethiopia
from 1913 to 1916. lyasu's reputation for scandalous behavior and a disrespectful attitude towards
the nobles at the court of his grandfather, Menel#lifamaged his reputation. His flirtation with
Islamwas considered treasonous amonggtieopian Orthodox Christialeadership of the em-

pire. On 27 September 1916, lyasu was depB8ed.

Contributing to the movement that deposed lyasu were conse ”
tives such agitawrari Habte GiyorgisMenelik 1I's longtime Min ’
ister of War. The movement to depose lyasu preferred Tafari, :
attracted support from both progressive and conservative facti = . 3
Ultimately, lyasu was deposed on the grounds of conversiiga t
lam22126' | his place, the daughter of Menelik Il ( the aunt of ¥
lyasu) was named Empredswdituand maddregentor Tafari
during his minority. Tafari was elevated to the ranRatand was
madeheir apparenandCrown Prince In the power arrangement
that followed, Tafari accepted the roleRégent Plenipotentiary
(Balemulu 'Inderaseand became thde factoruler of theEthio-
pian Empirg(Mangista Ityop'p'ya Zewditu would govern while
Tafari would administel?”

While lyasu had been deposed on 27 September 1916, on 8 ¢
ber thecoup d'etatvent awry. lyasu managed to escape into the
Ogaden Desednd his fatheiNegusMikael of Wollo, had time to %=
come to his ai¢f2l On 27 OctoberNegusMikael and his army met
an army undeFitawrari Habte Giyorgis loyal to Zewditu and Tafari. During Bettle of Segale
NegusMikael was defeated and captured. Any chance that lyasu would regain the throne was
ended and he went into hiding. On 11 January 1921, after avoiding capture for about five years,
lyasu was taken into custody Bugsa Araya Selassie

On 11 February 1917, the coronation for Zewditu took place. She pledged to
rule justly through her Regent, Tafari. While Tafari was the more visible of the
two, Zewditu was far from an honorary ruler. Her position required that she
arbitrate the claims of competing factions. In other words, she had the last
word. Tafari carried the burden of daily administration but, because his posi-

4 tion was relatively weak, this was often an exercise in futility for him. Initially
‘.';. his personal army was poorly equipped, his finances were limited, and he had
8 little leverage to withstand the combined influence of the Empress, the Minis-

| ter of War, or the provincial governd¢g.

Empress Zewditu, preceded Haile Selassie as Empress of Ethiopia from 1916 until her death in
April 1930. He served aggentof Ethiopia during her reign.

During his Regency, the new Crown Prince developed the policy of cautious modernization initi-
ated by Menelik IIl. He secured Ethiopia's admission td.&sgue of Nationgr 1923 by promis-
ing to eradicate slavery; each emperor sihe@odros llhad issued proclamations to halt slavery,

B9 hut without effect: the internationally scorned practice persisted well into Haile Selassie's reign.
[31]
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Travel abroad

In 1924 ,RasTafari touredeuropeand theMiddle Eastvis-

iting JerusalemCairo, Alexandrig Brussels Amsterdam
Stockholm London GenevaandAthens With him on his

tour was a group that includ&hsSeyum Mangashaf
westernTigre ProvinceRasHailu Tekle Haymanodf Go-

jjam Province RasMulugeta Yeggazuwf lllubabor Prov-

ince, RasMakonnen EndelkachevandBlattengetaHeruy

. Welde SellaseThe primary goal of the trip to Europe was
for Ethiopia to gain access to the seaP&mis Tafari was to
find out from theFrench Foreign MinistryQuai d'Orsay

that this goal would not be realiz€8.However, failing

this, he and his retinue inspected schools, hospitals, facto-
ries, and churches. Although patterning many reforms after
European models, Tafari remained wary of European pres-
sure.

local ownership®2! Of his modernization campaign, he remarked, "We need European progress
only because we are surrounded by it. That is at once a benefit and a mistéune."

ThroughoutRasTafari's travels in Europe, thevant andEgypt, he and his entourage were
greeted with enthusiasm and fascination. He was accompanied by Seyum Mangasha and Hailu
Tekle Haymanot who, like Tafari, were sons of generals who contributed to the victorious war
against Italy a quarter century earlier at Bagtle of Adwa®>! Another member of his entourage,
Mulugeta Yeggazu, actually fought at Adwa as a young man. The "Oriental Dignity" of the
Ethiopiang®® and their "rich, picturesque court dré$3ivere sensationalized in the media;
among his entourage he even included a pride of lions, which he distributed asRyiétsident
Alexandre MillerancandPrime MinisterRaymond Poincaréf France to King George Vof the
United Kingdom and to the Zoological Gardediafdin Zoologiqugof Paris2 As one historian
noted, "Rarely can a tour have inspired so many anecd&tda"return for two lions, the United
Kingdom presenteRasTafari with the imperial crown of Emperd@ewodros lIfor its safe re-

turn to Empress Zewditu. The crown had been takdRdiert Napieduring thel868 Expedi-

tion to Abyssinid®®!

In this period, the Crown Prince visited the Armenian monastelgroalemThere, he adopted
40 Armenianorphans Arba Lijoch "forty children™) who had escaped tAemenian genocidef
the Ottoman Empiré®®! RasTafari arranged for the musical education of the youths, and they
came to form the imperial brass ba#f¥.
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King and Emperor

In 1928, the authority dRasTafari Makonnen was challenged wHae-
jazmatchBalcha Safavent to Addis Ababa with a sizeable armed force.
When Tafari consolidated his hold over the provinces, many of Menilek's
appointees refused to abide by the new regulations. Balcha Safo, Governor
(Shum of coffeerich Sidamo Provincevas particularly troublesome. The
revenues he remitted to the central government did not reflect the accrued
profits and Tafari recalled him to Addis Ababa. The old man came in high
dudgeon and, insultingly, with a large arf#i# The Dejazmatchpaid hom-
age to Empress Zewditu, but snublRasTafari 2143l On 18 February,

while Balcha Safo and his personal bodygt#aftwere in Addis AbabaRas
Tafari hadRasKassa Haile Dargbuy off his army and arrange to have him
displaced as th8humof Sidamo Provinéé! by Birru Wolde Gabriel who
himself was replaced Hyesta Damtewt®!

Even so, the gesture of Balcha Safo empowered Empress Zewditu politically and she attempted
to have Tafari tried for treason. He was tried for his benevolent dealings with Italy inclugiing a
-year peace accorhich was signed on 2 Auguét In September, a group of palace reactionar-
ies including some of the courtiers of the Empress, méidalebid to get rid of TafariThe at-
temptedcoup d'étatvas tragic in its origins and comic in its end. When confronted by Tafari and
a company of his troops, the ringleaders of the coup took refuge on the palace grounds in
Menilek's mausoleum. Tafari and his men surrounded them only to be surrounded themselves by
the personal guard of Zewditu. More of Tafari's khaki clad soldiers arrived and, with superiority
of arms, decided the outcome in his fa8rPopular support, as well as the support of the po-
lice 22l remained with Tafari. Ultimately, the Empress relented and, on 7 October 1928, she
crowned Tafari adlegus(Amharic "King").

The crowning of Tafari as King was controversial. He occupied the same territory as the Em-
press rather than going off to a regional kingdom of the

empire. Two monarchs, even with one being the vassal

and the other the Emperor (in this case Empress), had

never occupied the same location as their seathim-

pian history Conservatives agitated to redress this per-

ceived insult to the dignity of the crown, leading to the

rebellion ofRasGugsa WelleGugsa Wellavas the

husband of the Empress and 8teumof Begemder

Province In early 1930, he raised an army and marched

it from his governorate &ondartowardsAddis

Ababa On 31 March 1930, Gugsa Welle was met by

forces loyal taNegusTafari and was defeated at the

Battle of AnchemGugsa Welle wakilled in action®®!

News of Gugsa Welle's defeat and death had hardly

spread through Addis Ababa when the Empress died

suddenly on 2 April 1930. Although it was long ru-

mored that the Empress was poisoned upon the defeat

of her husban# or alternately that she died from shock upon hearing of the death of her es-
tranged yet beloved husbafd it has since been documented that the Empress succumbed to a
flu-like fever and complications frodiabete$®*!
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